FOCUS ON EXCELLENCE AWARD
ABCGN’s mission is to maintain and improve the knowledge, understanding and skill of nurses in the fields of gastroenterology and gastroenterology endoscopy by developing and administering a certification program to those that have met the requirements.  This award recognizes the gastroenterology/endoscopy unit that actively supports the mission and goals of ABCGN. 

Sponsored by Cook Medical, the Focus on Excellence Award is a video presentation of a unique or creative educational or outreach program that makes a difference in the lives of your patients. ABCGN is looking for something out of the box that other GI units are not doing; something that really brings value to the patient or the procedure. The educational video is shared with other GI teams in hopes of serving as a learning opportunity. 

If selected, your hospital/facility/unit must sign a legal release allowing filming and use of the video. Shooting would take place during January-February. Upon completion, Cook Medical will share the video footage with your facility. There is no requirement to use actual patients in the video. 
For a sample of a unique educational program, view the Jersey Shore Medical Center’s Focus on Excellence at http://www.abcgn.org/AboutUs/FocusonExcellenceVideo.aspxPerformance Criteria:

· 50 % or greater of staff currently certified in gastroenterology 
· Involvement with promoting GI certification
Certification exam study group or study mentor program
Support / assistance with cost of certification exam
	      Participation in professional development opportunities (provide specific   
               examples) i.e. SGNA National / Regional programs 
Promotion of GI Nurses and Associates Day (provide specific examples)
· Implementation of a unique or creative program or outreach project within the past 24 months that supports or makes a difference in the lives of your patients.
· Written attestation, should the unit be chosen, that the facility will allow filming of the unit for purposes of promoting ABCGN “Focus on Excellence Award”. 

Focus on Excellence Award Application

Facility Name ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________

Contact Name___________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________	Email ______________________________

Team members participating in video. This might include PR director, marketing director, as well as GI team members. Please include names, credentials, titles and contact information for each team member.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List your staff members currently certified in gastroenterology
1.  Submit a 250 word, typed, double spaced narrative as to why your unit should be considered for the ABCGN Focus on Excellence Award., and how the unit demonstrates its commitment to excellence for patients and the community.
· The information submitted should support the award criteria of achievement and service and may include, but not be limited to:
· Staff membersin in any national or state organizations
· Staff involvement with community service, education or volunteer work
· Adoption of Multi-Society Guidelines for Reprocessing Flexible gastrointestinal Endoscopes
· Evidence-based practices guidelines
· Orientation of staff new to gastroenterology/endoscopy
· Journal Club
· Clinical Ladder
This is a great opportunity to showcase GI nursing. Submit your applications to info@abcgn.org or fax to ABCGN at 312-673-6725 by December 31, 2011. 
The Gastroenterology / Endoscopy unit / department selected for this award may not reapply for a minimum of three years.


VIDEO RELEASE FORM

I hereby grant permission to the American Board of Certification for Gastroenterology Nurses and Cook Medical to videotape at ____________________________ and use the video images and audio recordings without any payment or other considerations. I understand that the videotape may be edited, copied, exhibited, published or distributed and waive the right to inspect or approve the finished product. 

Photographic, audio or video recordings may be used for the following purposes:
· conference presentations
· website videos
· educational videos

By signing this release I understand this permission signifies that photographic or video recordings of __________________________   may be electronically displayed via the Internet or in the public educational setting.

There is no time limit on the validity of this release nor is there any geographic limitation on where these materials may be distributed.

By signing this form I acknowledge that I have completely read and fully understand the above release and agree to be bound thereby. I hereby release any and all claims against any person or organization utilizing this material for educational purposes.


Facility _________________________________________________________________

Legal Representative Name _________________________________________________

Title ___________________________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________ Date ______________________
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